Language Sample Analysis (LSA) Language Sample Analysis (LSA)
Ecologically valid and authentic method of assessment (Gallagher, 1983; Haynes & Pindzola, 1998; Owens, 1999 Step 1 Elicit the language sample and record digital audio files onto your computer
Step 2 Transcribe the sample and mark the language features
Step 3 Analyze the sample
Step 
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Step 1: Jill
Step 1: Jill We wanted to compare Jill's samples to those in the SALT Wisconsin conversation and San Diego narrative reference databases Therefore, we collected the following:
• 99 utterances of conversation using interview format • 43 utterance narrative retelling of Frog, Where are you? (Mayer, 1980) Step 2: Transcribe the Sample 
Goals for Sentence Formulation Goals for Sentence Formulation
Jill will increase correct use of regular and irregular past tense, present progressive, and third person singular during conversation production measured by a 50% decrease in word-level error codes. (Thus, in a future conversational sample similar in length, we expect Jill's word-level errors to decrease from 17 to less than 8.)
Jill will improve her ability to repair communication by increasing accuracy of her answers to simple who, what, where, and when questions to 80% during structured activities, to 80% during story retelling tasks, and 70% during conversation.
Jill will construct sentences whose noun phrases contain a specific referent or an appropriate pronoun with 85% accuracy during structured tasks.
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Goals for Sentence Formulation Goals for Sentence Formulation
Jill will increase her MLUm during narrative retelling from 6 to 9 morphemes.
Jill will decrease her use of mazes in utterances of 8 or more morphemes in the context of narrative retelling tasks from 75% to 45%. 
Lexical Diversity Constraints Lexical Diversity Constraints
Goals for Lexical Diversity Goals for Lexical Diversity
Jill will increase the number of different words she uses during narrative retelling to within one standard deviation of her peers in samples of comparable length.
Jill will produce diverse pronoun types including us, them, they, and we during structured activities with 80% accuracy.
Jill will improve sentence formulation and lexical diversity by using the conjunctions but, so, because and after appropriately in structured tasks with 70% accuracy.
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